
Sérgia Costa-Dias*, Cláudia Mendes, Catarina Teixeira, António Afonso, Adriano A. Bordalo
ICBAS – UP, Institute of Biomedical Sciences Abel Salazar– University of Porto, Rua Jorge Viterbo Ferreira 228, 4050-313 Porto, Portugal

*scdias@icbas.up.pt

Project RecBio - Contribution to the management and conservation 

of the biological resources of the Portuguese Northwestern coast

Design a participative plan, integrating valuable

inputs from the fisheries community, towards 

management and conservation of marine 

biological resources of coastal areas of the

Northwestern Portuguese Coast

WORK PLAN

 Review and collect data on biological resources

 Define priority areas and main target species

 Identify main fishing gears and their impact

 Evaluate trends in fisheries resources

 Capacity building and training for better resource

management

The motivation and scientific basis are often not readily accessible to the fishermen communities

Fisheries 

management
National legal 

criteria

Artisanal fisheries play a major economical and social 

role in the Northwestern Portuguese Coast

EU Directives

Funding 

Project RecBio - Operation MAR-01.04.02-FEAMP-0025, co-founded by the European Maritime and Fisheries Fund (EMFF), through the Operational Program MAR2020.
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 Small vessels (<10 m) comprised 70% of the fishing 

licenses

 Multi-gear fisheries accounted for 81% of the total 

nominal catch in 2017 (INE, 2019)
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The NW Portuguese Coast

Main

target species
(INE, 2019)

Sardine 

Sardina

pilchardus

Atlantic horse-

mackerel 

Trachurus trachurus

Octopus 

Octopus 

vulgaris 

Total nominal catch
(t per year, 1995-2017)

16 999 ± 7 206 3 415 ± 1976 1 701 ± 578

Fishing gears
Purse-seine

Artisanal gillnets
Trawl Artisanal traps

LITERATURE REVIEW AND DATA COMPILATION

Total nominal catches and main species landed 

in the Northwestern Portuguese Coast
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